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The process of choosing a Prime Minister is. exacerbating the. 
rivalry between Bani-Sadr and the militant clerics. A-final a 
selection will be especially difficult as long as Khomeini remains | 

above the fray. In the end, the man“chosen will-almost-certainly - 

7 ==... be someone -accepteble to the clerics;-while Bani-Sadr-will be shorn— 
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1. IRAN: Ni STRUGGLE OVER SELECTING ane. MINISTER INTENSIPTES 
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paniosade: s Peauese ; that the ‘parliament Teetccne> “aotion: on hie” 
nomination of Mostafa Mir-Salim as Prime Minister reflects his need ~ 
~to defer-.to.the Islamic--Republican-—Party's (IRP)}—preference-—for—-—. 
someone with a_ -theroughly "Islamic" approach: to: the: Revolution. - tf 
-<"the IRP succeeds-in- forcing another. nomination, “it“will; in. effect;— 
. have taken from the President the right to nominate ‘the Prime Minister, 
eee which da the principal power. ed the. presidency.” oy 3 
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In : eke current complex. maneuvering, | “ERP. leader ; Beheahel ae. Cae 
-~- said that he prefers Jalaladin Farsi, a‘strongly Islamic IRP member 26 
“Tl or Education-Minister- Rajai. ~. Coincidentally, Ayatollah Khalkhali, -. 

-=———-the "hanging-judge," has declared himself a candidate; a develop- 
Lo ment that Beheshti admits "is possible.":-Beheshti-—has_also. said,:. 
eae ae ““mysteriously,~ that a "special-.constitutional- -s0lution----. possibly. a 


_ the Eerignersen:, of bane caer as President: --- could) resolve heat 25X1, 
‘ i aed ; ' 


see ae? Khomeini - has turned- ‘down: a. suggestion: that ne ‘nominate: one. 
member cf the investigating: committee, ‘saying that this was a matter . 26x 
between parliament and the President... This is.typicdl of Khomeini's 

_ method cf avoiding a firm decision on controversial ‘matters. _instead, ame 


oa Even before this ‘latest: ‘confrontation, canes 
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— rou that Bani-Sadr's time in power might~-be short. : RECS) ‘258% 15 


Bsxq a aiaemeninees ‘of his closest associates said that the 
= ; Presi ent expected to ll-or.. _his “power: reduced to a meaningless ~~ 
Biig _ level within weeks. ae 


Bani-Saar is Hobgiousty ‘convecued about: tthe ‘effect o on him. “EB 
a July.-29 spzech,he spoke of the. dangerous. consequences. of weakenj PS ‘ : 
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